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ITINERARY

Day 1 – September 3
EMBARK VANCOUVER, BC
Sail from Vancouver, glide under the Lion’s 
Gate Bridge, and enter the scenic wonders 
of the Inside Passage. 

Day 2 – September 4
SCENIC CRUISING THE INSIDE PASSAGE
Alaska’s Inside Passage is a protected 
network of waterways that wind through 
glacier-cut fjords and lush temperate rain 
forests along the rugged coast of Southeast 
Alaska. Arguably one of the greatest cruising 
routes in the world, the Inside Passage 
stretches through stunning landscapes, from 
Misty Fjords National Monument to famed 
Glacier Bay National Park & Preserve. Sailing 
the Inside Passage offers opportunities to 
spot some of Alaska’s most iconic wildlife, 
with humpback whales and orca plying the 
bountiful waters alongside the ships, bald 
eagles soaring overhead and brown bears 
lumbering on the shoreline. 

Day 3 – September 5
TRACY ARM INLET – JUNEAU, ALASKA
Steep cliffs and glacier-covered mountains 
flank this fjord, fringed by the largest intact 
coastal temperate rain forest in the United 
States. Old-growth trees colonized Tracy 
Arm’s mouth long ago as the Ice Age 
retreated. There, the twin Sawyer Glaciers 
flow from the peaks down to the sea, 
sloughing off stories-high chunks of water 
frozen decades or even centuries before. 
Even more glorious than nearby Glacier Bay, 
Tracy Arm is part of the 5.7 million acres of 
pure wilderness sheltered by the Tongass 
National Forest.  In the afternoon, explore 
Alaska’s capital — Juneau, Alaska may well 
be the most remote, most beautiful and 
strangest state capital in the United States. 
Surrounded by water, forest and mountain 
sights, visitors can hike a glacier, eat fresh-
caught fish on a seaside patio and tour a 
grand capitol building all in one day. The city 
itself is pleasant, but the real highlight of a 
visit to Juneau is tracking down some wildlife. 
You can hike up Mount Roberts to chance 
upon wild deer and bald eagles. Catch a 

floatplane to a nearby wildlife reserve such 
as Chichagof or Admiralty Island to spy some 
bears lolling around. The sleepy, misty city of 
around 32,000—mostly fishermen and small-
business owners—has a frontier town vibe, 
but welcomes more than a million visitors 
each summer to its natural attractions.

Day 4 – September 6
SKAGWAY, ALASKA
At the height of the Klondike Gold Rush, the 
port town of Skagway served as the primary 
gateway to the legendary gold fields, and 
quickly grew into Alaska’s largest settlement. 
It was then a raucous frontier hub packed 
with trading posts, saloons and guesthouses. 
As the gold rush faded into the 1900s, 
so did Skagway—but today it has been 
reinvigorated as a gateway for a new kind 
of visitor: those looking to explore Alaska’s 
colorful history, pristine wildlife and unrivaled 
natural beauty. At every turn, you’ll find 
yourself immersed in gold rush lore, from the 
infamous Red Onion Saloon that still keeps 
a pistol that Wyatt Earp left behind en route 
to the Klondike, to the White Pass & Yukon 
Route Railroad, a classic narrow-gauge 
railway that traverses rugged mountains 
and passes cascading waterfalls and 
towering glaciers as it connects Skagway 
to Whitehorse deep in the Yukon. Much 
of the town has been preserved as part of 
the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical 
Park. Here you’ll also find a vibrant local 
community, home to a rich collection of local 
galleries, curio shops and restaurants serving 
seafood plucked fresh from nearby waters.

Day 5 – September 7
GLACIER BAY, ALASKA
Cruise the ice-studded fjords of this national 
treasure for a full eight hours as a Park 
Service Ranger narrates. With the serene 
majesty of snow-flecked and forested 
mountains defining its shores, Glacier Bay 
National Park & Preserve offers some of 
the most dramatic scenery and wildlife 
experiences in the world. Glacier Bay 
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and Biosphere Reserve, is home to the 

mile-wide Margerie Glacier, highlight of your 
scenic cruise up this Alaskan fjord. Watch for 
breaching humpbacks alongside your ship, 
bears along the beaches.

Day 6 – September 8
KETCHIKAN ALASKA
Explore this uniquely Alaskan port, famous 
for its rich native culture, salmon fishing, and 
scenic Misty Fjords. Alaska’s “First City” of 
Ketchikan is named so because it’s the first 
major landfall for most cruisers as they enter 
the picturesque fjords of the Inside Passage, 
where the town clings to the banks of the 
Tongass Narrows, flanked by green forests 
nurtured by abundant rain. Ketchikan has 
long been an important hub of the salmon-
fishing and -packing industries—visitors can 
try their luck on a sport fishing excursion or 
simply savor the fresh seafood at one of the 
local restaurants. It is also one of the best 
spots along the Inside Passage to explore 
the rich cultural sights of Native Alaskan 
nations like the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. 
You can see intricately carved totem poles 
at the Totem Heritage Center and Totem 
Bight State Park, while the attractions of 
Saxman Village just outside of Ketchikan 
offers the chance to see Tlingit culture in 
action, with working carvers and a dance 
show in the clan house. And leave time to 
explore the sights in the town itself, including 
historic Creek Street, a boardwalk built over 
the Ketchikan Creek, where you can shop 
for souvenirs, smoked salmon and local 
art, while exploring gold rush –era tourist 
attractions like Dolly’s House Museum.

Day 7 – September 9
SCENIC CRUISING THE INSIDE PASSAGE
Relax and enjoy a full day of scenic Inside 
Passage cruising and immerse yourself in 
Holland America Line elegance. 

Day 8 – September 10
DISEMBARK VANCOUVER, BC


